
Volume 19, Issue 3                                                                                                                                            March 2011 

Tom McCurry Ð Pleurothallis viduata ÔSelbyÕ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hello Everyone,  
 
 Well I think the show was another HUGH success. To all of the members who showed up 
and worked at any time during the setup and show, I thank you for your time and effort. A show 
canÕt be done by a couple people but needs a dedicated group of people; luckily, the Amherst 
Orchid Society has a wonderful membership that comes out to help out when needed. I think the 
additions of the tours worked out well. Visitors who joined a tour enjoyed the wealth of 
knowledge they gained from our members. 
 The display came out wonderfully and the society won another AOS show trophy; thank 
you Maryanne and Ed for your vision. Thank you to all the members who helped set up the 
display and thanks as well to all who brought your wonderful blooming plants. Maryann was 
talking about some changes in the display for next year, so I guess we have show display chair for 
next year I hope. 
 Thanks also go out to our show co-chairs, Marc and Nancy, for all the little behind the scene 
things that are needed to bring the show together.  I hope that we have the experience of these two 
for next yearÕs show (it will be here before you know it). I know Nancy is also writing something 
for the newsletter as well, so I donÕt want to go on forever. We can talk about the show at the 
meeting.   
 
I hope see old and new members at this monthÕs meeting. 
 
Joe 
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2011 SHOW 

NANCY GOODMAN 
 
 
 So, another wonderful show under our belts. I 
want to thank those members who actually 
participated in some way this year. Without your 
help, this show would not have gone as well as it did. 
We always need the participation of as many of the 
members as we can get, since there are always so 
many jobs to be done before, during, and after the 
show. To those of you who help every year, fill in for 
whatever is needed, and who help behind the scenes, 
my thanks to you all. I know who each and every one 
of you is and I appreciate it very much.   
 I want to give a special thanks to two 
members (actually I would like to do it for everyone, 
but that would take up too many pages) who did an 
extraordinary job for the show this year, Yvonne 
Boucher and Steve La Valley. These two were there 
either before I got there or just after I was there every 
day to do their jobs and help me out.   
 With out YvonneÕs help (and Marge M.) we 
would not have been fed as well or as nicely for ALL 
4 days of the show. She made sure we had just what 
was needed, set up the nice spread of food and made 
it look great. She was there for set-up day, making 
sure we had coffee and breakfast. Yvonne also 
pinned ALL of the curtains in the display, making 
sure it looked as great as it did. She did MANY other 
things all week and weekend. She was just 
wonderful. 
 Steve La Valley is one of our newer members 
and there he was on set-up day to help with whatever 
was needed. He moved things, set up things and 
helped with the main display set up. He just helped 
with everything. He was there before I was and spent 
all weekend doing the same thankless job of door 
watching in the space between the vendors and 
displays. Steve had such a great way of letting people 
know that plants were not allowed in the display that 
they thanked him and did not get upset. He froze his 
butt off with me Sat morning setting up the front 
signs and trying to fix the large sign that had been 
toppled over by the plows on Friday. We had to get 
all the frozen snow off of it, find the frozen letters in 
the snow, and then set it up to make it read correctly.  
Boy, was it cold and he had no complaints. He was 
just wonderful. Thanks again to Yvonne, to Steve, 
and to all the rest of you. There are big thanks for you 
ALL.  

  
 
 More kudos goes out to Maryanne and all of 
her gang who made the club display outstanding 
again this year. It received the AOS trophy, for the 
second time in a row mind you, for the overall best 
display (despite my forgetting to enter it-UGH.) They 
do not give out the trophy to just any display and do 
not always give one out at every show. So good job 
and keep it up. I kept hearing only wonderful 
comments from the judges and the attendees. It was 
spectacular as usual. Thanks for all the hard work and 
sweat to make it great.  
 My last thing is, I want to let you know that 
this will be the last endeavor I will be involved in as 
a part of the society for now. The time has come for 
me to move on. I have tried to do this a few times 
previously, but was always convinced to do just one 
more thing. I have had some great times with some of 
you and there are many good memories to remember. 
I will miss much about the society and will miss 
seeing some of you each month, but the time is right 
for me to step away and do other things, at least for 
now. It is time for others to take over and to 
distribute the responsibilities to the other members of 
the club and if everyone pitches in to help pick up 
some of the slack, everything will go much better.  
There are many little jobs that people can volunteer 
for along with some more involved tasks. There is 
always something to volunteer for. So step up and 
help make this an even better club. This is your club 
as I have always tried to stress. So I wish the club 
luck and hope all goes well. Maybe I will see you 
around sometime. Take care, good luck and enjoy. 
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Nutmeg Orchid Society 

Roger WestÕs Display 

Photos From The Show  
by Tom McCurry  
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Harold & Leilani  NormanÕs Display 

Cape and Islands Orchid Society Display Show Photos (cont.) 
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Tom McCurry will do a photo 
presentation at the March meeting. 
 

 Show Photos (cont.) 
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Questions for ÒASK BILLÓ can be given to me at the monthly 
meetings.  If possible write them out.  If you prefer you may call me 
at 413-253-7036, write me at 52 Jeffrey Lane, Amherst, MA 01002-
2532 or reach me via e-mail at wa.hutchinson@comcast.net  Answers 
to written questions may take one or two months to appear.  The e-
mail questions I nominally will answer within 24 hours or less.  Keep 
in mind that if you are puzzled by a growing problem, etc. someone 
else is too. 
 
Past newsletters are available as PDF files on the Larch Hill Orchids 
web page. Go to http://www.larchhillorchids.com  and click on the 
Amherst Orchid Society.  Additional information may be found on 
the Larch Hill pages.  

Q. I often hear people talk about misting and recently heard the term syringing used.  Are 
they the same?  
 
A.  These are two different actions and serve very different purposes.  Misting is to provide some 
elevation of humidity around plant and to prevent excessive desiccation of plants, which are kept 
somewhat drier during part of the growth cycle, such as the Nobile dendros.  Syringing on the other 
hand is using the force of water under pressure, like putting your finger over the end of the hose to 
wash down a sidewalk.  This functions to remove by hydraulic force a variety of plant pests such as 
red spider, mealy bugs and the like.  It incidentally also raises the humidity, which will add to the 
reduction of a red spider infestation. 
 
Q. Often times I see buds begin to develop on my orchids. I wait but they remain flat and 
never fill out.  Why?  
 
A. From the manner of your question, I am assuming that you are talking about a sheath from which 
buds fail to emerge.  There almost as many explanations for the failure of bud development as there 
are available growing conditions.  In some cases sun shinning on the sheath with a failure of the 
sheath tip to vent moisture, hence rotting the buds.  Some cultivars need a cooling period to finish 
the bud stimulation.  There may also be nutrient problems such as low phosphate levels or the plant 
may be subject to fluctuation moisture levels.  I am not aware of any photperiodism for the Cattleya 
alliance.  This factor which does affect many other plants.  If the problem does persist as you imply, 
you might want to carefully examine your overall culture of the plants especially if they come form 
clones, which flower well for other growers. 
 
Q. Where can I obtain the forms necessary for importation?  
 
A. The application for importation can be obtained from: 
 

USDA, APHIS, PPQ 
PORT OPERATIONS 
4700 RIVER ROAD, UNIT 136 
RIVERDALE, MD 20737-1236 
 

Write and request a permit application. 
 
Q. I have heard that a modified Neem oil is now being used.  What can you tell me about it.  
(Continued on next page) 
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IÕm reprinting this June event announcement. Although it 
appeared correctly in the email edition last month, it was 
unreadable in the print editions. (-ed) 

RAFFLE WINNERS 
 

Congratulations to our 2 raffle winners at the show. The winner of the basket for the new 
members was Jean Reardon of Florence Ma. Welcome to the club. The second winner was 
member Bill Benner who won the OrchidWiz program. Both of you enjoy your winnings.    
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Ask Bill (continued) 
 
A.  A derivative of Neem oil, Azadirachtin has been isolated and seems to be the active component 
of the Neem oil.  It is available as Azamax and cost about $58.00 a pint and is available on the 
internet.  Only small amounts are needed, about two teaspoons per gallon with some liquid Dove 
added as a spreader Ð sticker.  It is effective against thrip and scale.  The important thing for indoor 
growers is the relative non toxic nature. 
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Non- Toxic Pest Control 
 

Here is an idea I found in an orchid magazine for a green alternative to pest control.  This makes a remarkable and 
safe soft-bodied pest alternative. 
This is good for the soft body pests like Mealy bugs, Aphids etc. It will also smell really nice as compared to many 
of the other chemical alternatives. 
 
1 tsp. Dr BronnerÕs Peppermint Soap 
1 qt water 
 
Mix this in a quart spray bottle and shake to mix.  
 
 
 
 
Another alternative to this that I have also used on my orchids is in a quart spray bottle is to pour in about 2Ó of 
rubbing alcohol.  Then add 10-15 drops of MurphyÕs oil soap and fill the bottle with water.  Shake to mix.   
 
This can be sprayed on all parts of the orchids including the buds and flowers, but care should be taken on either of 
these sprays to avoid direct sunlight hitting the plants at the time of spraying. They should also be sprayed earlier 
in the day so the plants can dry before evening.  This should be sprayed every day for say 3-4 days.  Then once the 
larger infestation is under control I spray once a week unless I see more insects.  Then I would again spray for 3-4 
days until under control again.  I have only used the Peppermint spray once a week, so I am unsure if it is safe to 
use more often.  I would think it is.  I would also, for both of these, test them out before spraying on all your 
orchids, just to be safe.  I also spray plain water on all the plants once a week on a different day, as part of my 
watering regime.  This I think helps any build up of the soap especially when spraying everyday.  I started using 
the MurphyÕs spray because I was worried about the health of my cat that liked to be in the same room I grow my 
orchids.  I never found her to be upset if I happened to spray while she was in there.  And there never seemed to be 
any buildup on the floors or orchids using this.  
 

Weed Killer 
 

Another idea I had seen was for a weed killer for maybe some of those weeds in the yard and/ or the greenhouse.  I 
would check with people who do grow in the greenhouse though before using it to see if there are any problems 
using this inside the greenhouse.  Especially since you are using salt in this mix.  
 
4 Cups white vinegar 
!  cup salt 
2 Teaspoons liquid dishwashing detergent 
 
Combine ingredients and pour into a sprayer and apply to the weeds.   
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BEGINNERS SERIES Orchid Culture - Growing Outdoors and in Windows  

The following is an excerpt from an essay that first appeared in the American Orchid Society BULLETIN (what 
later became the current Orchids Magazine) in March 1981; the second in a many-part series on orchid growing for 
the beginner. At that time, the Society was headquartered at Harvard University, hence the references to the 
Cambridge offices. While much has changed in the intervening 28 years, including the society's headquarters, the 
general message remains the same. 

STEPHEN R. BATCHELOR  

ALL ORCHID HOBBYISTS  are faced with the challenge of finding - or creating - a suitable environment in 
which to grow orchids. Those new to the hobby don't usually build a greenhouse overnight, and with good reason, 
considering both the initial expense of materials and labor, and the astronomic heating costs now involved in 
maintenance. It is not surprising that a large proportion of today's growers, novices and veterans alike, choose one 
of the other less expensive alternatives for cultivating orchids. With some ingenuity and persistence, conditions 
conducive to the growing and flowering of orchids can be achieved anywhere - from below ground level to the 
tops of tall buildings, inside under entirely artificial light, or outdoors in a more natural setting. 

OUTDOORS 

Most of us live in areas which afford some months of the year appealing to both humans and orchids. Common 
sense would suggest taking advantage of what nature can provide by placing the plants outdoors during this time. It 
could be on a balcony or roof, if you live in an apartment building, or in the yard, deck or patio, if you live in a 
house. The orchids usually respond positively, whether you grow on windowsills, under lights, or even in a 
greenhouse, during the more inclement times of the year. During my years of growing orchids in Florida, I was 
always amazed by the improved growth and flowering of my plants when they were taken out of the greenhouse 
and grown outdoors after the threat of cold temperatures in the spring. In the patio or hanging in trees in the 
backyard, the plants received far superior air circulation, lower daytime temperatures, and the beneficial rains of 
those notorious Floridian downpours. 

If you are not so fortunate as to have warm weather year around, but you do intend to grow your orchids outdoors 
at least part of the year, act conservatively. In the spring, wait until warmer weather is assured (night temperatures 
not much lower than 50F) - you could easily save yourself a good deal of frantic effort which might be necessary 
to protect your orchids from a sudden cold snap. Orchids, like humans, become conditioned to their surroundings. 
Therefore be wary of the radically different conditions of the outdoors. Even some of the highlight-requiring 
vandaceous genera will surely burn if suddenly taken from the relatively shaded environment of a greenhouse or 
the indoors into the bright, unfiltered sunlight of a late spring day. After all, people burn too! Unfortunately with 
orchids unsightly burned areas do not necessarily peel or fall off, and they can drastically reduce photosynthesizing 
capacity. Provide some temporary additional shading until the plants have had a chance to acclimate, then 

This article courtesy of the  
American Orchid Society.  
Please visit their website:  
http://www.aos.org 
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gradually remove it, watching carefully for any adverse reaction. Watering schedules which are fairly routine and 
unvarying indoors will be jarred beyond recognition outdoors. Watering needs will very likely be more frequent 
and more erratic due to the greater variation of conditions outdoors. Daily attention will be necessary until an 
adjustment is made to outdoor growing, both by your plants, and by yourself with respect to your own habits in 
caring for your orchids. 

Though the vandaceous genera, once acclimated, can be grown with little protection from the sun, provided they 
receive compensating levels of water, most other popular genera will need some shading outdoors. This can be 
provided by trees or other plant life, or by means of conventional shading materials such as the slats of a lath 
house-type construction, saran screening, fiberglass, etc. Plants can be shifted and shading altered until a proper 
level of light is reached, one that causes no burning and is in balance with other cultural factors that you or nature 
will provide. Orchids generally benefit from being off the ground, both in terms of enhanced circulation and 
perhaps in a lessening of pest and disease activity. Makeshift benches, hangers for trees, or some more substantial 
arrangement can accomplish this end. 

With the approach of fall and winter and their inexorable cold, caution is again the key. Many of the widely grown 
genera of orchids, particularly cymbidiums, Dendrobium nobile and its hybrids, paphiopedilums, and even 
phalaenopsis, respond to the cooler nights of fall by slowed growth and, eventually, flowering. Though these 
orchids should be exposed to those beneficial early fall nights in the 50'sF, for safety's sake all plants should be 
brought indoors before the chance of even an unexpected frost exists, and before night temperatures drop much 
below 50F. This precaution allows the time, too, for a last good cleaning and spraying of your orchids outdoors, so 
that you do not inadvertently bring some of nature's less desirable creatures indoors! 

There are a number of successful indoor orchid growers who very justifiably assert that "summering" orchids 
outdoors is not worth the additional effort and exposure to pests and diseases. Nevertheless, the favorable response 
of orchids to this treatment is a well-known fact, and it is worth the consideration of the beginner, especially if the 
collection involved is but a small one. 

WINDOWS  

Once nature turns a cold shoulder on you and your orchids, and the outdoors becomes once more an inhospitable 
place, where can your plants survive, even prosper, within the confines of your home? A logical place would be at 
the windows, where the sun can still shine but the cold not penetrate. Choose the windows which receive the most 
direct sunshine, those facing east, west, and south (particularly during wintertime in the northern hemisphere). In 
the event of too much light, shading can always be applied. Direct sunshine at least for a couple hours of the day is 
essential for adequate growth and flowering of orchids, even for the more shade-loving genera, unless the level of 
indirect light is very high (e.g., a tall, north window, or a skylight, with a good deal of transmitting surface facing 
the sky itself). 

A confined area receiving sunlight from windows facing two directions or more is best because of the prolonged 
period of direct sunlight resulting, and because of the convenience of being able to separate the area off from the 
rest of the living space, allowing better control of growing conditions. The smaller the space for growing indoors, 
the easier it is to maintain an acceptable level of humidity. 

I am surrounded, as I write, by an excellent example of this principle. My office, located on the southwest corner 
of the third floor of the American Orchid Society offices here in Cambridge, Massachusetts, receives no less than 6 
hours of blinding sunlight each sunny day through an L-shaped window area. If I were not occupying this space 
and attempting to do some work, I could easily transform the small area into nearly greenhouse conditions simply 
by closing the door, pulling up the blinds and opening the window slightly for ventilation. As it is, I prefer not to 
sit at my desk in a perpetual sweat wearing sunglasses, despite the fact that it has been below 0F too many days to 
count this winter! In spite of my desperate tampering with the blinds in order to preserve a patch of cooler shade on 
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my desk, and the less-than-ideal humidity which is the best that wet gravel in trays can accomplish in a room 
opened to a larger, heated office space, the orchids in my windows are doing quite well, even at times 
astonishingly well. It was a rare event, in my experience, to have two flower spikes simultaneously on an 
Ascocenda, even in the bright sunshine of a Floridian summer. However, this is the case with an Ascocenda I have 
here in my office. Likewise, a mixed collection of other vandaceous genera, Cattleya alliance hybrids, oncidiums, 
catasetums, and a Calanthe, are all growing successfully. 

It should not come as a revelation, then, to hear that many a porch has been converted into a productive "indoor 
greenhouse" (see BIBLIOGRAPHY). If you have a porch or sunroom, by all means make use of it! If you don't, 
you can install one of the many "window greenhouses" available to hobbyists and achieve the same or better 
conditions, on a smaller scale (read Mary Helleiner's detailed article on window greenhouses in the December 
1980 BULLETIN). Orchids in pots need a surface on which to rest, indoors as well as outdoors, and most 
conventional windowsills need some minor modification for this purpose. Metal braces attached to the sills at one-
foot intervals very adequately support 18-inch-wide, l 1/2-inch-deep, 4-foot-long trays filled with gravel and 
covered with orchids, here at the Cambridge office. These trays were purchased at a local garden center separate 
from the tiered light garden for which they were originally intended. As a very necessary feature they each have a 
plug which can be removed for drainage (in our case, into carefully placed buckets) when watering. The porous 
gravel, also purchased locally, not only keeps the orchids out of any residual water in the tray but also is a 
significant source of humidity, particularly on sunny days when the sunlight greatly raises its temperature. In a 
confined area, the humidity from such a source is perhaps sufficient, but if you grow or intend to grow in a larger 
room of your home, consider one of the many humidifiers on the market today. On the other hand, a confined area 
is more likely to need additional ventilation, or the circulation created by a fan. Air, particularly humid air, should 
be in constant circulation for the general health of your orchids, and to lessen the incidence of disease. 

If you are not so fortunate as to have large, sunny windows in your homes, why not supplement the existing light 
with artificial light - or depend entirely on man's invention? Orchids can be grown successfully under lights, and 
there exists a well-developed technology and technique to support you in such an endeavor. The next article for 
this series will deal with this ingenious alternative for growing orchids. - 84 Sherman Street, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts 02140. 
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To find the bylaws of the Amherst Orchid Society go to: 
www.larchhillorchids.com.   
Click on Amherst Orchid Society and then on bylaws. 

PRESIDENT 
Joe Maciaszek 
53 Summer Street 
North Brookfield, MA 01535 
508-344-8492 
maciaszek@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Marge Tanguay 
1030 Oakwood Trailer Park 
51 Monson Tpk Rd 
Ware, MA 01082 
413-967-3228 
bubba1137@comcast.net 
 
TREASURER 
Steve Reardon 
157 Shea Rd 
West Brookfield, MA 01585 
508-637-1181 
bobfrosty1@msn.com 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY 
Holly Rainaud 
49 Jackson Street 
Belchertown, MA 01007 
413-323-5898 
 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
Leilani Norman 
7 Maple St 
Monson, MA 01057 
413-267-5124 
leilani.norman@verizon.net 
 

 

DIRECTORS AT LARGE 
Marc Gray 
bulbophyllum@myfairpoint.net 
Lynn Reynolds 
johnlynnreynolds@verizon.net 
Tom McCurry 
tmccurry@crocker.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
Marion Jackman 
PO Box 92 
Leicester, MA 01524 
508-892-3262 
 
CONSERVATION CHAIR 
Alex Loss 
49 Jackson Street 
Belchertown, MA 01007 
413-323-5898 
xanderloss@yahoo.com 
 
LIBRARIAN 
Marge Tanguay 
(See info for Vice President) 
 
AOS REPRESENTATIVE 
Harold Norman 
7 Maple St 
Monson, MA 01057 
413-267-5124 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Bill Arduser 
413-369-0357 
orchids@arduser.com 

Upcoming Events 
  
Mar 19-20th, Nutmeg State Orchid Society Show, CT 
  
Mar 26-27th, International Orchid Show & Sale at 
 Longwood Gardens, PA 
 
Jun 4, Alan Koch and the N. Eastern N.Y. Orchid Society 
 (NENYOS) at Piping Rock Orchids 

MONTHLY MEETINGS  
Our monthly meetings are held the 3rd Sunday of each 
month except the months of August and September. We 
usually meet at The Munson Memorial Library 1046 
Southeast Street, Amherst, MA. Meetings start at 2 PM. 
Sometimes there are beginner programs which start at 
1:30 PM.  

Note to Members: Submissions for the 
April 2011 newsletter must reach the 
editor by March 30th to be printed. 
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The next meeting is March 20 th 
If your name begins with I, J, K, or L itÕs your 
turn to bring  refreshments. 
 


